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regent objected as strongly as his father to the question
of Catholic emancipation being brought forward, though
their refusal was ostensibly based on the allegation that
they differed from the administration they were invited
to join on almost every political subject. A few months
later Perceval was assassinated in the House of Commons.
A period of confusion and interregnum ensued, in the
course of which overtures were again made to Grenville
and Grey, as well as to other of the Whig leaders.
The Whigs still declined to form an alliance with Lord
Liverpool, now the recognised chief of the Tory party,
and they were unable to form a Government of their
own. Accordingly, after an unsuccessful attempt of Lord
Wellesley to form a Government on the basis of conces
sion to the Catholic claims, Lord Liverpool became Prime
Minister andCastlereagh leader of the House of Commons.
Canning was invited to join the Government, and
Castlereagh handsomely offered to relinquish the Foreign
Office in order that Canning might take it, and to take
the Chancellorship of the Exchequer. But Canning, who,
whatever might be his own disposition, was not allowed
by his friends to forget his former quarrel with Castle-
reagh, now chafed at the precedence accorded to his
rival, and declined to take any office unless it were com-
bined with the leadership of the House of Commons. On
this point Lord Liverpool stoocf firm and Canning proved
intractable. His ill-advised obstinacy excluded him
from office until 1816, when he became President of
the Board of Control, and was content to serve under
Castlereagh until shortly before the latter's death in
1822. Had he joined Lord Liverpool it is probable
that the Chief Secretaryship for Ireland would have